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SERVED BY 

Rev. Msgr. Hans A. L. Brouwers 
Pastor 

Rev. Msgr. John J. Jagodzinski 
Pastor Emeritus 
 

David Wang 
Transitional Deacon 
 

Kim O’Neill 
Coordinator for Parish Life and 
Ministry: 610-688-4584 
 

Jeanne Mulvanerty  
School Principal 
610-688-5451 

 

 

 

Stephanie Twohig 
Youth Ministry 
Director of Religious Education  
610-688-7890 

MaryAnn Crowe 
Parish Nurse: 610-688-9479 

Dr. Ted Latham                           
Liturgical Music Director  
610-688-9489 
 

Laura Kerr 

Organist/Adult Choir Director 
Evangelization 

Angela Kusterbeck  
Business Manager 

Barbara Lombardi  
Parish Secretary 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Rev. Msgr. Hans Brouwers, Stephanie Twohig, Kim O’Neill, Jeanne Mul-
vanerty, Donna Blumeris, Sarah Bradley, Charles Cognata, Tina Grandizio, 
Kevin Haynes, Ed Kubala, Bill Lehner, Mary Packer, Jeff Walkenhorst 

PARISH FINANCIAL COUNCIL 
Rev. Msgr. Hans Brouwers, Angela Kusterbeck, Jeanne Mulvanerty, Rich-
ard Craft, Joseph Chott, Rita Tuma 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME August 11, 2024 
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MASS AND PRAYER INTENTIONS 

Requests for Prayers 

Sick Prayer List: 
 

   If you wish to have your name or the name of a loved one added to 
this prayer list, please call or email us.  New names will appear in 
bold.  Other than critical or terminal conditions, the names will 
remain on this list for 30 days.  Please help us keep our prayer 
list current by letting us know when the status of a person on the sick 
list changes.  Due to HIPAA laws, parish staff does not know if a 
parishioner is hospitalized or placed in a nursing home unless some-
one informs them.  If you or a loved one would like the parish nurse 
or parish priest to visit the home or hospital, please call the rectory to 
make arrangements. 

Jim Arimond 
Joan Beiter 
Robert Bruno 
Ryan Carlton 
Charles Carr 
Jackie Chedeville 
Nancy DeFelice 
Brady Duperreault 
Jamie Lynn Donnelly 

Patrick Graham 
Rosemary Grimm 
Ginny Jackson 
Wesley Jones 
Libby Judge 
Tony Lopez 
Timothy Mahoney 
John McCabe 
Mark Megaw 

Madeleine O’Keefe 
Paula Rudnick 
Dan Sivini 
Logan Schweiter 
Claire Sieracki 
Greg Schmidt 
Jessica Smucker 
Debbie Snyder 
Maryanne Sullivan 

Deceased Prayer List: 
 

Dorothy Engler 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 2024 
9:30 AM John Munshower 
11:30 AM Special Intention 
 

MONDAY, AUGUST 12, 2024 
6:30 AM James and Marjorie White 
8:00 AM O’Connor Family 
 

Eucharistic Adoration will begin after the 8:00 am Mass today 
with Benediction starting at 4:30 pm. 
 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024 
6:30 AM Special Intention 
8:00 AM Special Intention 
 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 2024 
6:30 AM Special Intention 
8:00 AM Special Intention 
6:00 PM Special Intention 
 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 2024 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

6:30 AM Special Intention 
8:00 AM Deceased Religious of the Assumption 
12:10 PM Special Intention 
7:00 PM Special Intention 
 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16, 2024 
6:30 AM Special Intention 
8:00 AM Special Intention 
 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 17, 2024 
8:00 AM Special Intention 
5:00 PM Special Intention 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 18, 2024 
9:30 AM Frank Dougherty 
11:30 AM Dorothy Engler 
 
Readings: Prv 9:1-6; Eph 5:15-20; Jn 6:51-58 

OUR STEWARDSHIP IN TREASURE 
Week of: 31 July – 6 August 2024 

PARISH INCOME PARISH EXPENSES 

Sunday Collection: $7,265.00 Salaries/Benefits: $88,683.84 

Electronic Giving: $9,239.00 
Administration Expenses: 

$16,241.72 
Tuition: $14,345.00 Maintenance: $4,971.91 

BLOCS Tuition Grant: 
$20,000.00 Insurance: $5,678.74 

  
  

Other Income:$5,516.51 Other Expenses: $5,211.24 
Weekly Income: $56,365.51 Weekly Expenses $120,787.45 

YTD Income: $921,581.42 YTD Expenses: $352,392.98 

 YTD Balance: $569,188.44 

PARISH ACTIVITIES 

CYO Fall Sports Registration 
 
   There are eight Fall Sports offered for this coming 
season:  Cross Country, Cheerleading, Field Hockey, 
Flag Football, Golf, Soccer, Tackle Football and Vol-
leyball. 
 
   Tackle Football registration ends today, Sunday, 
August 11th as pre-season begins on Monday.  Reg-
istration for all other sports closes on Friday, Septem-
ber 6th.  However, in order for coaches to confirm 
teams, please register as soon as possible. 
 
   If you are interested in volunteering/coaching one of 
our Fall Sports, please contact Jason Giesser, Fall 
Sports Coordinator at fallsports@sksparish.org. 
 
   Please ensure you have all of your volunteer clear-
ances completed and up-to-date. 

Save the Date! 
School Supplies for St. Martin de Porres 

August 17th-September 15th 
 
   Each fall, we collect school supplies for 
our sister parish school, St. Martin de 
Porres. Your past generosity has helped the 
400+ children in grades PK-8 start their year 
off right!  Watch for a bulletin insert next 
week with details on what they need and 
where to deliver.  
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From the desk of Monsignor Brouwers 
 

JESUS, THE BREAD OF LIFE 
 

   If you have been paying attention to the Sunday Gospels over the past two weeks, you might have noticed that 
they were taken from the Gospel of John.  If you noticed that, you might have thought it odd since this year, when we 
are in Year B of the three year Liturgical cycle, the Sunday Gospel is ordinarily taken from the Gospel of Mark.  
Since Mark’s Gospel is rather short, however, we have more Sundays than we have Marcan pericopes so periodical-
ly throughout the year, readings are taken from other Gospels, and especially from John’s Gospel.  In fact, the next 
several Sundays will also feature Gospel passages from John – all of them are from the sixth chapter which is an 
important chapter in John’s Gospel since it contains the powerful Bread of Life discourses.  As we continue the Unit-
ed States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s Eucharistic Revival with this Year of Mission, this is a good opportunity to 
pay special attention to these Gospel passages. 
 
   You will recall that the Gospel passage two weeks ago presented Jesus feeding the multitude who had followed 
him across the Sea of Galilee to the shore of Tiberias because he had cured so many in their midst.  All of the Gos-
pels present miraculous feeding accounts – in fact, Matthew and Mark each have two accounts, with interesting simi-
larities and differences that have given Scripture scholars much to think about and discuss over the centuries.  But, 
John’s Gospel lingers over this event, giving us time to go deeper into its meaning.  As we spend these weeks doing 
just that, allow me to offer some theological and ecclesiological reflections. 
 
   The three synoptic Gospels (Matthew 14:14-21; 15:32-37, Mark 6:32-44; 8:1-9, and Luke 9:10-17) present the 
feeding of the multitude as miracle stories, demonstrating our Lord’s concern for the people who followed him be-
cause of his teachings and miraculous cures.  Although they certainly have Eucharistic overtones, none of the syn-
optic Gospels offer theological reflections after these miraculous feeding pericopes. 
 
   On the other hand, after John’s Gospel presents the feeding of the multitude (which we heard two Sundays ago), it 
launches into an extensive reflection on the significance of this event.  We heard the first reflection last week and do 
well to meditate on it since it establishes the importance of believing in our Lord who is “the Bread of Life.”  Jesus 
makes it clear that “whoever comes to me will never hunger and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”  Jesus 
chastises the people because they “ate the loaves and were satisfied.”  He admonishes them to “not work for food 
that perishes but for the food that endures for eternal life.”  Although we have to work for our everyday livelihoods, 
Jesus calls us to focus on that more important work that permits us to share in the Eucharistic meal.  We should 
spend time daily to build our relationship with God our heavenly Father who offers us his Son, the Bread of Life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   This Sunday, we hear Jesus drive home to the Jewish people of his day both the reality that he is “the bread that 
came down from heaven” and that the bread that he has to offer is different from the bread that their ancestors ate in 
the desert.  For the Jew, “bread from heaven” refers to the manna that fell from the heavens to nourish their forefa-
thers during the time of their exodus from Egypt back to the Promised Land, that is, the land of Canaan.  Although 
this bread nourished them during their journey, they all died.  But Jesus is “the living bread that came down from 
heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever.”  In making this bold proclamation, Jesus is declaring that he is 
divine and that he can offer something greater than what God gave the Jewish people through Moses, whom the 
people considered the greatest of all prophets.  Jesus then makes an even bolder proclamation: “the bread that I will  
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give is my flesh for the life of the world.”    This declaration is so difficult to accept that, in two weeks, we will hear 
the “Jews quarrel among themselves, saying, ‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?’” and concluding, “this 
saying is hard; who can accept it?”  In fact, “many of his disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer 
accompanied him.”  Jesus then turns to the Twelve and asks them, “Do you also want to leave?”  Speaking for all 
twelve, Peter responds, “Master, you have the words of eternal life.  We have come to believe and are convinced 
that you are the Holy One of God.” 
 
 Our Lord’s declaration that he offers us his flesh to eat for eternal life remains the cornerstone of our faith.  
And yet, it is a very challenging truth to believe - so difficult, in fact, that most other Christian communities have 
rejected it.  Instead, they consider their communion services to be mere remembrances of our Lord’s Last Supper.  
When we gather around our Lord’s Table, however, we participate in our Lord’s once-and-for-all sacrifice on the 
cross.  And, like the Twelve, we profess our belief in Jesus as the Holy One of God and in the truth of his teach-
ings as we follow his command to “take and eat of it for this is my body; take and drink for this is my blood.”  These 
are, as Peter said so well, “the words of eternal life”!  As we listen to these readings over these few Sundays, let 
us meditate on the powerful truths they teach us once again and reaffirm our faith in the real presence of God in 
the Eucharist and thank God for the gift that nourishes us to eternal life!  That’s one of the most important reasons 
we come to celebrate the Eucharist in person.  Just as we can’t enjoy a good steak virtually, we can’t receive our 
Lord virtually; we can only receive him in person.  How blessed we are to be invited around the Table of our Lord! 

ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
 
   On Thursday, we will join with the universal Church in celebrating the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
Mother of Jesus, into heaven.  It is a Holy Day of Obligation and the principal feast day of the Blessed Mother, so I 
would like to offer you some reflections on it. 
 
   The commemoration of the death of Mary is known as the Assumption because of the tradition that, shortly after 
her death, Mary was raised up, body and soul, into heaven.  In the Eastern Church, it is called the Dormition, or the 
“falling asleep”, because the Eastern Church does not speak of her death but of her falling asleep before being as-
sumed.  This tradition was already recorded in the sixth century; by the beginning of the 20

th
 century, it was wide-

spread.  So, after consulting with the bishops around the world, Pope Pius XII formally declared the Assumption to 
be part of the authentic doctrine of the universal Church in 1950. 
 
   As you know, we derive our beliefs from both the Bible and Tradition.  Although there is no Biblical reference to 
Mary’s assumption into heaven, there is a rich and varied tradition.  Allow me to provide a summary of it; it is quite 
interesting! 
 
   Nothing certain is known about the day, year and manner of Mary’s death.  Dates assigned for her death vary 
from three to 15 years after her son’s Ascension.  Two cities claim to be the place of Mary’s Assumption: Jerusalem 
and Ephesus.  The Church of the Dormition just outside the walls of Jerusalem, has a tomb where tradition dating 
back to the 6th century asserts Mary was interred.  The House of Mary outside of Ephesus enjoys an even earlier 
tradition that claims that she lived there with St. John and was buried in a nearby cave.  Popes have visited both 
sites (I had the privilege of celebrating Mass with Pope Benedict XVI when he visited the Ephesus House of Mary in 
November 2006) and have declared them both to be worthy pilgrimage sites.  Historical references favor the Jeru-
salem site but the tradition that John took Mary to Ephesus is also strong.  On the one hand, St. John of Damascus, 
an 8

th
 century Doctor of the Church, wrote this about the Assumption: 

 
St. Juvenal, Bishop of Jerusalem, at the Council of Chalcedon (451), made known to the Emperor Marci-
an and Pulcheria, who wished to possess the body of the Mother of God, that Mary died in the presence 
of all the Apostles, but that her tomb, when opened, upon the request of St. Thomas, was found empty; 
wherefrom the Apostles concluded that the body was taken up to heaven.  

   On the other hand, in a letter sent in 431 by the members of the Council of Ephesus to the clergy of Constantino-
ple we read that Nestorius "reached the city of Ephesus where John the Theologian and the Mother of God, the Ho-
ly Virgin, have their tombs". 

 
   The origin of the feast that we will celebrate on Monday is also uncertain. It is more probably the anniversary of 
the dedication of some church than the actual anniversary of Our Lady's death. Tradition has it that it originated at 
the time of the Council of Ephesus, or that St. Damasus introduced it in Rome, but there is no surviving evidence to 
support these traditions. 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03539b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08673a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08459b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/02581b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08344a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03555a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09644a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09644a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12561c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01626c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14774a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14658b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01626c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07170a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05491a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04049b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10755a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08492a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14773b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06021b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04673a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03041a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05491a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04613a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13164a.htm
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PARISH ACTIVITIES 

PREP Registration 2024-2025  
Monday 6:30–7:30pm or  

Wednesday 4:30 – 5:30pm 
 

   Returning Families: Please register for 
PREP through your Parish Giving account.  Any 
questions regarding your PG account please con-
tact 866-307-7140.  New Families: Please see 
our website to register today. 
 

   We are still looking for a catechist for 3rd grade 
on Monday night and aides for Monday & 
Wednesday.  Free tuition!  Please email reli-
gioused@sksparish.org. 
 

   For general questions regarding PREP, please 
contact Stephanie Twohig or Kim Pepper at 610-
688-7890 or sksdre@sksparish.org or reli-
gioused@sksparish.org. 

   This past weekend we held our special College 
Blessing for our St. Katharine’s Young Adults.  The stu-
dents received a special blessing after communion and 
a small gift.  Pictured below are students who attend 
Georgetown University and Villanova football players. 

Youth Group Summer Service and Capri 
Tuesday, August 13th from 7-8pm 

SKS Parish Center 
7th-12 graders 

Contact: Steph Twohig 
youthminister@sksparish.org 

   According to a contemporary account of the life of St. Theodosius (d. 529) it was celebrated in Palestine before the 
year 500, probably in August.  In Egypt and Arabia, however, it was observed in January. 
 
   In 847, Pope Leo IV extended the observance of the Assumption for an octave, ending on 23 August; the octave is 
still observed in the dioceses of the provinces of Sienna and Fermo in Italy as well as Michoacan in Mexico.  The 
Greek Church also extends this feast to 23 August.  

   By promulgating the Bull Munificentissimus Deus, on 1 November 1950, Pope Pius XII declared infallibly that the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary was a dogma of the Catholic Faith. Likewise, the Second Vatican Council 
taught in the Dogmatic Constitution Lumen Gentium that "the Immaculate Virgin, preserved free from all stain of origi-
nal sin, was taken up body and soul into heavenly glory, when her earthly life was over, and exalted by the Lord as 
Queen over all things (§ 59)."  So, you can see that this feast has had a very long and interesting history in the 
Church.  As I mentioned above, it is Mary’s principal feast day, so I invite you to join us on Wednesday evening at 
6:00pm or on Thursday at 6:30am, 8:00am, 12:10pm and 7:00pm, to celebrate; where she has gone, we hope to fol-
low! 

mailto:religioused@sksparish.org
mailto:religioused@sksparish.org
mailto:mekaralis@sksparish.org
mailto:religioused@sksparish.org
mailto:religioused@sksparish.org
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09238c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05329b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01674a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09159a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11204a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05001a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12514a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/13779a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06043c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/10282a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06752a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06021b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12454b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03052b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07790a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05089a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03449a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05752c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/15464b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11312a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/11312a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14153a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07170a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/06585a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/09238c.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/08374c.htm
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Adoration 
Maureen Reilly 
610-989-3747 
Marie Northington 
610-687-6498 

Adult Altar Servers 
Paul and Alicia Peterson 
610-989-0277 
 

Altar Servers 
Dan Hayes 
610-772-7760 

Charismatic Prayer Group 
Paul Hayes  
610-687-8835 
 
Children’s Liturgy of  
the Word 
Michele Staves      
mcstaves@gmail.com 

Church Environment 
Amy Tahtabrounian  
610-688-3970 

Eucharistic Ministers 
Patrice Polgar 
484-620-2282 

Liturgical Music Ministries 
Dr. Ted Latham 
610-688-9489 

Ministers of Hospitality 
Janna Forte 
484-432-2640 

Ministers of the Word 
(Lectors) 
Dan Hayes   
610-772-7760 
 

Pre Jordan 
Stephanie Twohig 
610-688-7890 
 

Rosary Group 
Mary Ann Mahoney        
610-324-3437 

 

Caring for Friends 
Kim O’Neill 
610-688-4584 
 

Athletic Association 
Michael Gompers 
ad@sksparish.org 
 

Cub Scouts 
Jeff Walkenhorst 
skspack219@gmail.com 

C.A.R.E.S. (Children Are 
Receiving Extended Care) 
Michael Gavin    
610-587-7440 
 

Close Knit Community 
Marie Rauscher 
610-608-4447 
 
Family Promise 
Adrienne Carroll 
610-905-3583 
loveaemail@gmail.com 

H.O.P.E. (Helping Other  
People in Emergencies) 
Shauna Munshower  
610-688-4348 
 
Knights of Columbus 
Tom Reusche 
610-574-0905 

Mercy Hospice Casserole 
Program 
Jane Dwyer 
610-306-9171 
Jane Dooner 
610-505-1436 

Parish Library 
Christine Purkiss 
610-202-5360 
 

St. Martin de Porres  
Outreach 
Maria Carrillo 
610-357-2392 

WORSHIP 

SERVICE 

 

Bible Study 
Msgr. Brouwers 
610-688-4584 
 

Home and School Association 
Allison Morris 
homeandschool@sksschool.org 
 

Marriage Preparation 
Dan and Julie Pijawka 
610-247-0582 
 

Parish School 
Jeanne Mulvanerty 
610-688-5451 
 

P.R.E.P. and P.R.E.P. Board  
(CCD Advisory Board) 
Stephanie Twohig 
610-688-7890 
 

Respect Life 
sksrespectlife@gmail.com  
 

Rite of Christian Initiation 
of  Adults (RCIA) 
Msgr. Brouwers 
610-688-4584 

OUT OF PARISH  

RESOURCES 

Archdiocesan Information   
215-587-3600 

Crisis Pregnancy Line  
1-800-CARE-002 

Metropolitan Tribunal  
215-587-3750 

Separated and Divorced  
Catholics          
215-587-0500 

     ABUSE POLICY  

If you are interested  in learning more about any 
of the groups call the contact name above or the 
rectory at 610-688-4584. 

  COMMUNITY BUILDING CATECHESIS 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Contact Rectory      
610-688-4584 
 

Mothers of Young Children 
Caitlin Thompson 
816-309-6526 
cmthompson923@gmail.com 

 

Parish Center Reservations  
Kim O’Neill 
610-688-4584 

 
Walking with Purpose 
Maureen Reilly 
610-989-3747 
 
Faithful Families 
Kate Mallach 
215-858-9507 
 
Retrouvaille: Marriage Help  
215-766-3944 
www.helpourmarriage.org 
 
Gym Reservations 
Ben Piazza 
215-760-9743 


